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Addressing 
Fiji’s 

energy 
costs -

Symposium
on 

Renewable 
Energy    

Technologies

The Government intends to re-
duce Fiji’s annual fuel import bill by 
$100m within the next three years, 
Permanent Secretary for Works, 
Transport and Public Utilities Cama 
Tuiloma (pictured) said yesterday at 
the opening of the Fiji National Uni-
versity Symposium on Renewable 
Energy Technologies.  
 The two-day symposium is 
being held by the University’s Col-
lege of Engineering, Science and 
Technology on Raiwai Campus.
 Mr Cama told an audience 
of academics, energy experts and 
renewable energy organisation rep-
resentatives that the government 
was setting a target of 90 per cent 
renewable energy power sources 
for the Fiji Electricity Authority.  

The present ratio was 60 per cent re-
newable energy to 40 per cent fossil 
fuel, amounting to an additional cost 
of $80 to $100 million in fuel bills. The 
FEA was aggressively pursuing the 
target of 90 per cent renewables by 
2015.  
 “This target requires massive  
investment of more than $500m, so 
government is looking to independent 
power producers to invest in our pow-
er sector.”
 Mr Cama said Fiji was one of 
the United Nations member states that 
had agreed to increase the use of re-
newable energy.  The previous lack of 
an integrated energy plan along with 
appropriate legislation and a clear pol-
icy to encourage investment in renew-
able energy had been a matter of con-

cern now being addressed.
 While Fiji remained reliant 
on power generated by diesel fuel it 
was vulnerable to price fluctuations. 
A quarter of Fiji’s total imports com-
prised of fuel, while demand and 
price was increasing, he said.
 He predicted that fuel prices 
would  continue to rise and fuel pol-
lution contribute to environmental 
damage and climate change, while 
renewable energy would in gener-
al tend to become cheaper as more 
technology was developed, in larger 
volume.  
 The Pacific now had to con-
centrate on renewable energy and 
he looked to the University and all 
other stakeholders to help with the 
development of new policy and pro-



vide research, knowledge and infor-
mation.  The University’s new cours-
es in renewable energy and plans for 
a Bachelor degree programme were 
commended.
 “Fiji is rich in renewable en-
ergy resources.  We hope through 
cooperation and efforts such as this 
symposium we will find affordable 
and sustainable solutions for our en-
ergy needs,” Mr Tuiloma said.
 Keynote speaker Dr Peter 
Lynch of the Australian organisation 
Pelena Energy confirmed that the 
Pacific has many renewable energy 
resources, particularly hydro power 
possibilities, but little development.  
 Yet petrol consumption in the 
region was increasing while production was dropping, he 
said.  His focus is on the rural Pacific, where 81 per cent of 
the population live, a third under 15.
 Using the example of Masupa micro-hydro project 
in Solomon Islands, Dr Lynch showed how factors that made 
energy projects work included the active involvement of the 
entire community, especially women; using only equipment 
that could be carried and handled manually without need-
ing earth movers, helicopters or cement mixers; and initial-
ly concentrating on using power for generating income be-
fore lighting and domestic use. 
 The Masupa community had chosen to build a 
freezer room and made income from selling ice and freez-
ing fish and other food.
 Dr Lynch traced the trajectory of a typical request 
for an energy scheme that went to government and then 
possible aid donors.  This often ended with expensive stud-
ies that cost more than the project would, the exclusion of 
experienced indigenous experts and the proposal being ul-
timately rejected because of cost.  
 Countries should use technologies that are work-
ing rather than take something else because of donor pres-
sure, he said.  Donor driven schemes also sometimes 
crushed local entrepreneurs, for example a small boat ser-
vice that was running on coconut oil went out of business in 
Solomon Islands.
 In a welcome to participants, Dean of the College 
of Engineering, Science and Technology Dr Surendra Pras-
ad said renewable energy had suffered from use of the term 
‘alternative energy’.  
 “It is not an alternative, it is a necessity.” 
 

Keynote speaker Dr Peter Lynch, left, and CEST Dean Dr Surendra Pras-
ad, and below, one of the renewable energy displays at the symposium.



There is a considerable amount 
of research and development 
efforts going on worldwide in 
biofuels, the Dean of the College 
of Engineering, Science and 
Technology, Dr Surendra Prasad, 
who is chair of the Symposium 
Organising Committee said when 
introducing the first symposium 
panel discussion.
 He focussed the 
discussion on the present status 
of the biofuels industry in Fiji, 
the barriers to the wider use of 
biofuels, technical issues, the cost 
and economics of the industry and 
the need for its sustainability.  
 The speakers, Vilimone 
Vosaroga of the Department of 
Energy, Richard Noss of Niu 
Industries, Bruce Clay of Clay 
Energy, Rupeni Mario of the 
South Pacific Commission and 
Dr Anirudh Singh and Vinod Sami 
of the University of the South 
Pacific gave a brief account of 
their experiences with biofuels 
and covered topics including the 
pricing system for coconuts and 
copra, the market, fuels testing 
and quality and the challenges for 
successful power generation. 
 There was discussion 
on the sustainability of coconut 
plantations and the involvement of 
farmers in the biofuels industry, a 
need for a holistic approach to the 
industry, incentives for the coconut 
industry, the food versus fuel 
debate and  the need for a biofuels 
laboratory and biofuels standards.
Questions from the audience 
covered the viability of the coconut 
biofuel industry, the cost of 
production and the economics of 
using it for transportation and for 
power generation.

Panel on 
the future
of  biofuel

A floating coconut was the model for illustrating the economic activities 
women and men undertake in their communities by researchers working with 
Fiji National University.
 The researchers, some of whom are pictured above, shared the 
findings at an initial debriefing session on Raiwai Campus on Wednesday 6 
October.
 They explained the small part of the coconut showing above the water 
was where the formal economy operated and included wage-paying jobs. A 
much larger section just below was where the informal economy operated and 
included such activities as coconut selling and making and selling snacks. 
Below that was the social economy, including activities that contributed to 
family and community welfare such as housework, caring for the elderly and 
arranging flowers for church.
 FNU is working with Women’s Action for Change on the two year 
research project in partnership with the University of Western Sydney, 
Macquarie University and International Women’s Development Agency.    It 
involves talking to people on Jittu Estate and at Wainibuku in Fiji and with 
other communities in the Pacific.  Ultimately the research will help understand 
the work people do, what triggers positive change, and how the impacts of 
different economic development activities on gender equality over time can 
be measured.  The indicator tools that are developed will show whether the 
relationship between men and women is improving.  
 The researchers said that economic development programs have the 
potential to create both positive and negative impacts on women and men’s 
lives and on power relations between men and women. Measuring these 
impacts is essential to creating informed economic policy and programs that 
benefit both women and men. Whilst national indicators that measure gender 
equality in the formal sector exist, these provided only partial insight into the 
actual impacts of programs on women and men in the informal sector and in 
semi-subsistence communities in the Pacific. This project seeks to address this 
gap by developing culturally grounded, community level indicators to measure 
gender equality impacts of a variety of economic development programs in the 
Pacific. The aim is to enhance the effectiveness of governments, donors and 

Research on what makes good 
changes in people’s lives



NGOs to identify, support and promote 
inclusive, sustainable, empowering 
and equitable economies where 
women and men have equally valued 
opportunities and benefits.
 Women from the communities 
involved in the project, visiting 
researchers Claire Rowland, Dr 
Catharine McKinnon (pictured) and Dr 
Michelle Carnegie and WAC took part 
in a lively session that showed how 
the work was progressing and some 
of the factors identified that affected 
people’s lives and wellbeing.  WAC, 
which runs a community theatre, gave 
a performance to demonstrate how 
the research was done and some of 
the topics that were discussed.
 People in the communities 
first described some of their problems 
and then some of the good things 
about their lives.  Their economic 
activity was charted and distribution 
maps drawn to show who benefited in what ways from their activities.
 For instance, caregiving of elderly parents made the woman involved feel good about what she was doing, it 
made her husband happy to know they were looking after his parents, the younger ones in the family not given care 
duties were happy with their free time for other activities which also pleased their parents, and there was no or less 
money being spent on medicine and hospital visits because the elders were being properly taken care of.  
 Dr Claire Slatter of FNU said this first phase of the research ran from 27 September to 4 October. The findings 
will feed into a second phase that involves developing the indicator tools. In the final phase, the research teams from 
Solomon Islands, Fiji and Vanuatu will trial the indicators and then jointly review and share their research findings and 
experiences and make the tools available to governments and organisations.

Prime Minister Commodore Josaia Voreqe Bainimarama will inaugurate the Fiji National 
University’s new Nadi Campus at Namaka on Friday 15 October.
 Guests from around Fiji will attend the ceremony on the new campus adjacent to Nadi 
International Airport.
 This campus runs courses from the College of Business, Hospitality and Tourism Studies 
and the College of Engineering, Science and Technology, which together form the School of 
Hospitality, Tourism Studies and Aviation.  The attractive, well equipped campus is sited in the 
heart of Fiji’s travel and tourism industry and is expected to produce graduates to fill the needs of 
this industry.  
 After the ceremony, guests will make a tour of the campus buildings including the lecture 
theatre, tutorial, lecture and computer rooms, the hangar building that houses aviation studies, 
cafeteria, crèche and restaurant.  

NEW NADI CAMPUS OPENING



activities noticeboard
Send notice of your forthcom-
ing events for publication to
ashwini.prasad@fnu.ac.fj or 

seona.smiles@fnu.ac.fj

College of Medicine, Nursing & Health Sciences 
will give series of lectures  as part of our com-

munity contribution in collaboration with the Fiji 
Cancer Society for 

Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
1st - 31st October 2010

Let’s Talk About Breast Cancer
Wednesdays in October

Oct 13 
The Challenges Faced by Survivors & Families
Ms Maggie Kama, FNU
Ms Shayne Sorby
Ms Helen Southwick

Oct 20 
Treatment Options in Fiji 
Dr Iferemi Waqa
MOH

Oct 27 
Community Awareness  & The Way Forward
Ms Rusieli Taukei, FNU

Department of Sports 
Education Activities

 The University’s Department of Sports 
Education has launched a lively newsletter to 
inform the University and wider communi-
ty about their recent activities.  The leading 
article is about their Fiji National University’s 
Kids Athletics Association conducting its fifth 
demonstration session of Kids Athletics ac-
tivities to the Classes 1 to 4 children of Drai-
ba Fijian School at Nasese. This session was 
recorded on video and will be packaged for 
all primary schools in Fiji.
 The Staff of the Department of Sports 
Education (DOSE) who are part of the Kids 
Athletics Association including Mr Cavu (Ex-
ecutive member), Ms. Lili (Chief Organiser), 
Mr Yavala (President), Mr Nasoni, and   stu-
dents of the Sports Department, have been 
actively involved in the promotion and mar-
keting of this new and “all inclusive” athletics 
product for children. 

Dental School Champions 
National Tooth Brushing 

Day 

The College of Medicine, 
Nursing and Health Studies Fiji 
School of Medicine dental students 
and staff took time out on Friday 
1 October to mark National Tooth 
Brushing Day at 12.30pm. They 
joined thousands of other individuals 
and corporate organisations across 
Fiji and the world to promote good 
oral hygiene.  National Tooth Brush-
ing Day is an annual event organised 
by Colgate Palmolive. 

Fiji National University  

Staff  Sports Day
23 October  Nasinu Campus


